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Allies Day May 1917 by Frederick Childe Hassam
Physical Properties
The painting shows different flags including the United States and Great Britain’s national flags and other allies of the United States in World War I like France. The flags are sprouting from big buildings like garden flowers. Further, I can see different colors that the artist has used to differentiate the flags based on their nationalities. For example, the United States’ flag comprises of blue and red with dotted white spots and white strips. There are trees indicated with green in the lower center of the painting, which indicates that the painting may have been based on the central pa in New York. The matching colors of the flags used in the painting represent the harmony of the allied nations. Both flags have common colors; for instance, blue and red. The artist has used a common or uniform coloring pattern to depict the harmony that existed between the countries. Furthermore, the flags are hanging from everywhere on each balcony of the tall buildings. Hassam may have painted the art from a balcony because of the view.
Allies Day art is an oil painting with a rough surface. The surface appears rough because the painting is 100% hand-painted work (The Art Story 5). Apart from the highly textured surface, the painting is also characterized by thick paint, which further demonstrates the innovative and simplified composition of the impressionism period. Hassam is one of the artists who pioneered the impressionist period. This period is associated with the innovative techniques that go contrary to the previous perceptions of the canvas painting.
Hassam painted the work on canvas, and this may also explain why the painting surface is highly textured and thick. The flags are also clustering on both the right and bottom edges of the canvas, which has helped to create a colorful frame for the painting. The grey verticals of the architecture where the flags hang from further depict the American character and identity from Hassam’s perspective.
Expressive Elements
Hassam’s painting has an identifiable subject, the allied cause and how the people took the alliance in the United States. The subject of the painting is the flags, which hang on each side of the building across the street. The painting shows people on the street below the flags, which depicts the marching parade on 5th Avenue of New York streets. Furthermore, the painting is also composed of iconographic elements, which depicts various symbols. First, many flags that are hanging on every balcony of every building on 5th Avenue show the alliance and acceptance of unity between the United States and her allies like France, Canada, and Great Britain. Also, the fact that the flags are hanging from every side of the street symbolizes the richness and prominence of the New York society in relation to the nation’s prosperity. In terms of cultural context, this painting demonstrates the patriotic nature of the Americans. Hassam was one of the patriots who took pride in the alliance between the United States and the other forces from Great Britain and France. Having studied in France and lived in the United States for many years, Hassam felt the pride to associate with the alliance.
Apart from the pride and sense of patriotism, Hassam also tries to tell his viewers about the superiority of the United States. United States’ flag is at the center and is surrounded by the other flags. Hassam, in this case, tries to express his conviction about the moral and economic superiority of the United States after the end of World War I. After the end of World War I, the United States emerged as a superpower because of its economic advantage over the other countries that were involved in the war.
Analysis
The painting was made by Childe Hassam as part of the wave of patriotism that emerged in the United States in the spring of 1917 (Southgate 2625). This was a significant historical moment in America because the United States agreed to join the war on the side of France and Great Britain. These characteristics can be easily seen in the work and subject. First, the alliance can be seen through the main subject of the painting, the flags of the United States and its allies. Also, the patriotism movement is also demonstrated by the celebration of the people depicted on the ground below the painting. The painting shows a group of people appearing in parade-like down the streets where the flags hang on each side of the building. The subject signifies the historical moment in American history, the alliance in the Great War. Southgate explains that the resolution that resulted in the United States joining the Great War was signed by President Wilson on April 6, 1917, and as soon as the flags of all the allies started sprouting from the balconies of the buildings and in the streets (2625).
Hassam’s style is associated with the impressionism movement. Impressionism was a period that started in the 1870s in France. Hassam studied and worked in France before moving back to the United States. What differentiates this period with the other movements in painting is that the impressionist artists like Hassam concentrated on the general tone and the effect produced by the subject of their work. Like most of the impressionists, Hassam’s work is based on a historical event. Impressionists’ works are based on historical events, which acted as a source of the subject matter of their paintings. Like in Allies Day, May 1917, Hassam’s subject is based on the alliance between the United States and the other countries in the Great War. 
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